
                                       
 
                                              Darryl Whalen 
 
Darryl Whalen is one of the best and most knowledgeable officials of the rules in SJABO today. 
Always willing to work with anyone, especially young and new officials, Darryl gives back to his 
association each year, since becoming an official. 
 
He did not start on the path to officiating like most people. Darryl did not play much basketball as a 
young child. He was a Rugby player. As he got older and his oldest daughter started attending school 
at St. Francis Of Assissi in Outer Cove, Wayne Bartlett and Lucy Price, having started a basketball 
program there were looking for volunteer coaches. Darryl volunteered. He coached there for the next 
8 years until he moved to Torbay. By then he had 2 daughters playing ball and he was coaching both 
of them along with a few other teams. 
 
On occasion during his coaching days, Darryl would be called upon to referee some games as 
sometimes a referee might not show up. One of these games in particular, he started receiving some 
grief from a visiting coach for being out of position on the floor. It turned out, this particular coach was 
Kevin Fitzpatrick, an official and current president of the SJABO. This made him decide to do a 
referees clinic, to learn a little more about the rules of the game and do a better job when officiating 
games and learn to see things from a referees and a coaches point of view. He had still not decided to 
become a regular official. 
 
He attended a clinic in the fall of 2009 at Macdonald Drive junior high school where he was introduced 
to Fred Wakeham who convinced Darryl to give officiating a try. He did his first official game as a 
member of SJABO about two weeks after that and has been going strong since. Over the last 10 
years Darryl has done thousands of games at all levels from minor ball to senior men’s and ladies 
leagues. He has officiated many provincial tournaments at all levels and has officiated numerous 
championship games. Darryl is proud that he always gives the best effort in every game he referees, 
no matter what the level of play. He says he owes that to the teams. 
 
When asked what advice he would have for new officials, Whalen answered: 
  
Be patient. It takes a long time to become a great referee There is a lot to learn and understand. You 
will make mistakes, LEARN FROM THEM. Mistakes learned today 



will make you a better ref tomorrow. Trust your partner. You are a team just as the players are. Ask 
questions. I have done hundreds of games over the last 10 years with junior officials and have always 
loved it when they ask me questions.It shows your eagerness to learn and become better. After 21 
years of coaching and refereeing, I still love the game. I guess I owe my entire officiating career with 
SJABO, to Kevin!!  Thanks Kev! 
 
  
 


